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DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer for each question. You may look back at 
   the selection as often as needed. 
 
“Adding Up the Clues” 
Questions 1 - 8 
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DIRECTIONS: Choose the best answer for each question. You may look back 
   at the selection as often as needed. 
 
 
Questions 9 – 30 not released. Descriptors provided for stem and foils. 
 
 

 
9 

R.CM.03.03 
Compare animals within informational text 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect comparison 
 C Incorrect comparison 
 D Incorrect comparison 

 

 

 
10 

R.IT.03.01 
Identify purpose of text 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect purpose 
 C Incorrect purpose 
 D Incorrect purpose 

 

 

 
11 

R.WS.03.08 
Identify synonym 

 A Incorrect meaning 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect meaning 
 D Incorrect meaning 

 

 

 
12 

R.CM.03.03 
Draw conclusion 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect conclusion 
 C Incorrect conclusion 
 D Incorrect conclusion 
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13 

R.CM.03.02 
Identify relevant detail 

 A Incorrect detail 
 B Incorrect detail 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect detail 

 

 

 
14 

R.CM.03.01 
Connect personal knowledge of character traits to text 

 A Incorrect trait 
 B Incorrect trait 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect trait 

 

 

 
15 

R.WS.03.08 
Use context to determine word meaning 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect meaning 
 C Incorrect meaning 
 D Incorrect meaning 

 

 

 
16 

R.IT.03.01 
Identify genre 

 A Incorrect genre 
 B Incorrect genre 
 C Incorrect genre 
 D Correct answer 
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17 

R.IT.03.03 
Explain use of headings 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect explanation 
 C Incorrect explanation 
 D Incorrect explanation 

 

 

 
  18 

R.CM.03.03 
Compare how characters are alike in informational text 

 A Incorrect comparison 
 B Incorrect comparison 
 C Incorrect comparison 
 D Correct answer 

 
 
 

 
19 

R.CM.03.01 
Connect personal knowledge to information in text 

 A Incorrect information 
 B Incorrect information 
 C Incorrect information 
 D Correct answer 

 
 

 
20 

R.IT.03.02 
Identify informational text pattern 

 A Incorrect text pattern 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect text pattern 
 D Incorrect text pattern 

 



English Language Arts – Grade 4  Released Items Fall 2008 

 
   

 
Page 9 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS                    GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE 
            
   

 
 

21 
R.IT.03.03 
Use caption to enhance understanding 

 A Incorrect understanding 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect understanding 
 D Incorrect understanding 

 
 
 

 
22 

R.IT.03.03 
Identify how authors use keywords 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect key word 
 C Incorrect key word 
 D Incorrect key word 

 

 

 
23 

R.CM.03.02 
Identify relevant detail 

 A Incorrect detail 
 B Incorrect detail 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect detail 

 

 

 
24 

R.NT.03.04 
Explain use of metaphor 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect explanation 
 C Incorrect explanation 
 D Incorrect explanation 
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DIRECTIONS: Questions 25 – 30 ask about both of the selections you read. 
   Choose the best answer for each question. You may look 
   back at the two selections as often as needed. 
 
 

 
25 

R.CM.03.03 
Compare main ideas by selecting title for both texts 

 A Incorrect title 
 B Incorrect title 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect title 

 

 

 
26 

R.CM.03.03 
Compare how ideas are alike across texts 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect idea 
 C Incorrect idea 
 D Incorrect idea 

 

 

 
27 

R.CM.03.03 
Compare how animals are alike across texts 

 A Incorrect comparison 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect comparison 
 D Incorrect comparison 

 

 

 
28 

R.CM.03.03 
Compare author’s message to readers across texts 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect message 
 C Incorrect message 
 D Incorrect message 
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29 

R.CM.03.03 
Compare use of illustrations across texts 

 A Incorrect use of illustration 
 B Correct answer 
 C Incorrect use of illustration 
 D Incorrect use of illustration 

 

 

 
30 

R.CM.03.03 
Compare ideas across texts 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect idea 
 C Incorrect idea 
 D Incorrect idea 
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Questions 32 – 36 not released. Descriptors provided for stem and foils. 
 

 
32 

W.PR.03.01 
Identify writer’s purpose 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect purpose 
 C Incorrect purpose 
 D Incorrect purpose 

 

 

 
33 

W.SP.03.01 
Edit spelling; contractions 

 A Target word misspelled; incorrect contraction 
 B Correct answer 
 C Target word misspelled; incorrect homophone 
 D Target word misspelled; incorrect homophone 

 

 

 
34 

W.GR.03.01 
Edit punctuation; commas in a series 

 A Incorrect spelling of homophone 
 B Incorrect use of comma 
 C Correct answer 
 D Incorrect spelling of homophone 

 
 

 
35 

W.PR.03.04 
Identify problem in sentence 

 A Correct answer 
 B Incorrect problem - punctuation 
 C Incorrect problem - spelling 
 D Incorrect problem – needs more information 

 

 

 
36 

W.PR.03.03 
Identify additional information to include in draft 

 A Irrelevant information 
 B Irrelevant information 
 C Correct answer 
 D Irrelevant information 
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Questions 37 – 44 

 

37 

 
 

 

38 
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45 Is the student writing sample organized in a way that helps the 
reader understand what happened? Yes or No? 
 
Use examples and details from Student Writing Sample #3 on page 19 
to support your answer. 
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Scoring Key: Part 2A:  Independent Reading Selection 
   

Item 
Number 

Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

1 B R.NT.03.02 ID/describe a variety of narrative genre 
2 A R.CM.03.02 Retell text with relevant details 
3 D R.CM.03.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
4 D R.NT.03.03 ID thoughts/motivations, themes, main idea, lesson 
5 A R.NT.03.03 ID thoughts/motivations, themes, main idea, lesson 
6 A R.NT.03.03 ID thoughts/motivations, themes, main idea, lesson 
7 A R.WS.03.08 Determine meaning of words/phrases in context 
8 C R.NT.03.04 Explain how authors use literary devices 

 
Scoring Key: Part 2B:  Paired Reading Selections 

 
Item 

Number 
Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

9 A R.CM.03.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
10 A R.IT.03.01 ID/describe a variety of informational genre 
11 B R.WS.03.08 Determine meaning of words/phrases in context 
12 A R.CM.03.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
13 C R.CM.03.02 Retell text with relevant details 
14 C R.CM.03.01 Connect understanding to world themes/perspectives 
15 A R.WS.03.08 Determine meaning of words/phrases in context 
16 D R.IT.03.01 ID/describe a variety of informational genre 
17 A R.IT.03.03 Explain how authors use text features 
18 D R.CM.03.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
19 D R.CM.03.01 Connect understanding to world themes/perspectives 
20 B R.IT.03.02 Identify informational text patterns 
21 B R.IT.03.03 Explain how authors use text features 
22 A R.IT.03.03 Explain how authors use text features 
23 C R.CM.03.02 Retell text with relevant details 
24 A R.NT.03.04 Explain how authors use literary devices 
25 C R.CM.03.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
26 A R.CM.03.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
27 B R.CM.03.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
28 A R.CM.03.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
29 B R.CM.03.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 
30 A R.CM.03.03 Compare/contrast relationships within/across texts 

 



English Language Arts – Grade 4  Released Items Fall 2008 

 
   

 
Page 27 MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS  

 
Scoring Key: Part 3: Writing From Knowledge and Experience 

Part 4B: Student Writing Samples 
 

Item 
Number 

Correct 
Answer GLCE Description 

31 E W.PR.03.01 Consider audience and purpose for writing 
32 A W.PR.03.01 Consider audience and purpose for writing 
33 B W.SP.03.01 Spell correctly freq./less freq. encountered words 
34 C W.GR.03.01 Write with or ID correct grammar and usage 
35 A W.PR.03.04 ID peer's text needing improved sequence 
36 C W.PR.03.03 Vary sentences to change speed or create mood 
37 A W.PR.03.03 Vary sentences to change speed or create mood 
38 B W.SP.03.01 Spell correctly freq./less freq. encountered words 
39 A W.GR.03.01 Write with or ID correct grammar and usage 
40 C W.GR.03.01 Write with or ID correct grammar and usage 
41 C W.PR.03.02 Apply or ID a variety of pre-writing strategies 
42 D W.PR.03.01 Consider audience and purpose for writing 
43 D W.GR.03.01 Write with or ID correct grammar and usage 
44 C W.PR.03.01 Consider audience and purpose for writing 
45 E W.PR.03.03 Vary sentences to change speed or create mood 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


